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de minimis



I. COMMENTERS OVERWHELMINGLY OPPOSE REDUCING TRIBAL LANDS 
SUPPORT OR TYING TRIBAL LANDS SUPPORT TO DENSITY. 

See, e.g.

See

See

See



Id

See

See



II. COMMENTS MAKE CLEAR THAT A MINIMUM BROADBAND 
REQUIREMENT IS UNNECESSARY AND MAY REDUCE LIFELINE 
AVAILABILITY AND INCREASE CHARGES TO LIFELINE CONSUMERS. 

See 

See 

See 

See

See

See



A. So Long as the Commission Permits Lifeline Support for Standalone 
Broadband Service, Generally Available Broadband Services Will Be
Available at Reduced Rates. 

Id

See

and



See

See

Id

See



Id

See
see also 



See

See

See



See

See

See, e.g.



B. Verizon Correctly Observes That Mandating Broadband as a Component of 
Lifeline Contradicts the Structure of CAF Support, in Which Broadband 
Does Not Have to Be Offered to Every Location; and in Which Required 
Capabilities Vary Depending on Whether the Service is Fixed or Mobile, or 
Has Satellite Backhaul. 

See

See Connect America Fund et al.
not

Connect America Fund et al.

December 2014 Order



See

Compare December 2014 Order
with 

See Connect America Fund et al.
USF/ICC 

Transformation Order



C. Mandating the Inclusion of Broadband Will Likely Increase Costs, and Thus 
Rates, for Lifeline Consumers, Even If They Only Want Voice Service,
Pricing More Subscribers out of Lifeline. 

See

See



D. Mandating Inclusion of Broadband Could Exclude Providers from Offering 
Lifeline Service.   

See NPRM

See



E. GCI’s Proposal for a Limited, One Added Connection Exemption to the One-
Per-Household Rule for a Data-only Broadband Connection for Lifeline 
Eligible K-12 Students Is a Targeted Way to Address the “Homework Gap.”

See Statement of Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel Regarding Introduction of Digital 
Learning Equity Act

See

See, e.g.



III. SEVERAL PARTIES POINT OUT THE PROBLEMS OF SETTING A FIXED 
LIFELINE BUDGET, AND NO PARTY SUPPORTING ONE PROPOSES A 
WORKABLE MECHANISM. 

See

See



See

See

See

See, e.g.



IV. COMMENTERS SUPPORT AT LEAST RETAINING EXISTING SUPPORT 
LEVELS 

See

See

See



V. COMMENTS DEMONSTRATE THE NEED TO PRESERVE STATE VARIATION 
AND THE FLEXIBILITY FOR A STATE TO CREATE ITS OWN ELIGIBILITY 
VERIFICATION SYSTEM. 

See

See id.

See
See id



VI. LIFELINE PROVIDERS SHOULD NOT BEAR THE COSTS OF MANDATORY 
THIRD-PARTY ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION. 

Id See also

See

See

See

See



See, e.g.

See



VII. COMMENTERS AGREE THAT THE COMMISSION SHOULD NOT REQUIRE 
A 24-HOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE NUMBER FOR SUBSCRIBER DE-
ENROLLMENT WHEN A CARRIER DOES NOT PROVIDE 24-HOUR 
CUSTOMER SERVICE FOR NON-LIFELINE CUSTOMERS. 

See NPRM

See, e.g.

and

See



de minimis

VIII. OTHER ISSUES 

A. Commenters Agree That Subscriber-Originated Texts Should Count as 
Usage.

See

See

See

See



B. Commenters Agree That the Commission Should Create Standardized 
Forms, but Must Correct Errors on USAC’s Model Forms. 

See

See
inter alia

See

See

See

See NPRM

See, e.g.



C. Commenters Agree That the Commission Should Not Make Wireless 
Emergency Alert Participation Mandatory for Lifeline.

D. Commenters Agree That Any Training and Certification Requirements 
Should Focus on Personnel Making Final Eligibility Determinations, Rather 
Than All Customer-Facing Personnel. 

and

See

See

See NPRM

See

See



See NPRM 

See

See

See



IX. CONCLUSION 
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